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+ Merely Players Artistic Company 
 
There is a fifteen-minute intermission. Concessions by Mary Lynn will be on sale before 
the show and during intermission.  
 
Please silence your cell phones; they don’t work that well down here anyway.  
 
The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.  
We know that, for many of you, taking performance photos or video of your loved ones is 
a huge temptation. Please respect this rule of theatre etiquette and resist! Phone use 
during a show is distracting to actors and audience members and is disrespectful of our 
creative property. Live theatre is meant to be temporal – let it be just that. Thank you! 
 
That said, we welcome you to take photos/video in the theatre before and after, but not 
during, the performance. If you post photos of the stage, please be sure to credit and tag 
Merely Players. @merely_players_durango  
 

WHO’S WHO 
David Ballantine (Stagehand) grew up in Durango and graduated from Durango High 
School in 2005. Since then, he has lived in Washington, D.C., Texas, Florida, and 
southern California. He moved back to Durango this summer in 2026. David has a great 
passion for acting, especially cinematic. He began taking studio acting classes in Los 
Angeles in February of this year and is continuing his engagement in this industry while 
in Durango. He is excited to be part of this production and feels very fortunate that this 
town has theater opportunities. He looks forward to being involved in both production 
and acting of theater, film, and television. 
 
Matt Bodo (Lane/Merriman) credits his Merely roles of the Wolf (Into the Woods), 
Claudius (Hamlet), Henry (The Book of Will), Caliban (The Tempest), and Duke 



Frederick (As You Like It) in preparing him for Lane. He credits Rapunzel’s Prince (Into 
the Woods), Nathan Detroit (Guys & Dolls), Lucius/Bull (The Miraculous Journey of 
Edward Tulane), Frank (Hands on a Hardbody), and Silvius (As You Like It) in preparing 
him for Merriman. Matt made his directorial debut last December with It’s a Wonderful 
Life – A Radio Play with Merely Players. He is the company’s Studio Series Director, a 
freelance satire writer, and a third generation native of Durango. Matt will not be 
skateboarding in this production. 
 
Mary Lynn Clark (Wardrobe Lead) is “Wildely” delighted to work with costume 
designers, Megan & Kathleen, again and delve into the world of Victorian clothing. She 
is always up for a special project to create the perfect accessory and perfect her 
haberdashery skills. Mary Lynn is enjoying her fifth season as Company Manger with 
Merely Players, especially now that she is an empty nester. She and her husband love to 
travel and have enjoyed a proper tea complete with cucumber sandwiches in places such 
as Australia, Scotland and Boston. 
 
Tara Demmy (Cecily Cardew) is a comedian, theatre artist, and teacher from 
Philadelphia. Merely credits include Small Mouth Sounds (Alicia), The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward Tulane (Nellie), Silent Sky (Henrietta Levitt), and Hamlet (Mask 
Director). Tara has taught at improv training centers, theatre companies, and universities 
in Washington D.C., Philly, and now Durango. A big nerd, she has a PhD in Theatre from 
University of Maryland. Tara currently works for a nonprofit providing free arts/comedy 
classes to the military community. tarademmy.com 
 
Brian Devine (Jack Worthing) returns to the Merely stage after performing in It’s a 
Wonderful Life (George Bailey) and Hamlet (Polonius/ Gravedigger) last season. Other 
delectable Merely roles have included Gonzalo in The Tempest and Ratchett/Arbuthnot 
in Murder on the Orient Express. You also may have recently seen him across town 
in The Minutes (Durango Arts Center). Brian hopes you enjoy this feast of a play and 
thanks you for being part of Durango’s frankly overpowered arts scene - what a town! 
 
Samantha Duncan (Associate Technical Director) is starting the Merely season strong 
by making her debut as Associate Technical Director! She has spent the last nine years 
fine tuning her stage management skills, with her recent credits including Silent Sky and 
her “paperwork magnum opus” that was Into the Woods. She couldn’t be more honored 
to have been given the opportunity to step into this role and work alongside her longtime 
mentor, Charles Ford. You will find Samantha later this season back behind the prompt 
book to stage manage The Snow Queen and Come From Away. When she isn’t bringing 
an imagined world to the stage, she enjoys birdwatching and playing Dungeons & 
Dragons with her friends. 
 
Charles Ford (Tech Director/Scenic Designer) is a master backstage technician and the 
Technical Director of Merely Players.   An avid puppeteer, mask-maker, make-up artist, 
robotics engineer, and special effects designer, he has designed dozens of sets for a 
variety of theatrical genres. In addition, he typically designs the lighting, sound, props, 
and the special effects. Charles is the recipient of several awards, including the Durango 
Foundation of Educational Excellence’s Outstanding Teacher Award, the Rocky 
Mountain Theatre Association Technical Theatre Award, and numerous Broadway World 
Denver awards for scenic and lighting designs. 



 
Charlie Grice (Dr. Chasuble) dedicates his performance tonight to the loving memory of 
Georganne Sugden, who forged Charlie’s love for the theater many years ago at Stage 
Eleven, the children’s theater he grew up in. He also wishes to thank his wife, Daisy, for 
her love and support, as well as his daughter, Milli, for her continued inspiration. 
 
Deborah Heath (Stage Manager) has been a staple of Merely Players’ productions since 
2013 when she was cast in It’s a Wonderful Life – A Live Radio Play. Though she has 
acted in several productions since then (the last being The Tempest), her true love is stage 
managing which she began with Merely’s 2015 production of Other Desert Cities. 
Earnest marks her 8th time as Stage Manager for a Merely show, the last being the 2025 
production of Hamlet. Deborah is thrilled to be working on the socially satirical, sharp 
witted play by Oscar Wilde with this stellar cast and crew. 
 
Jay Hecker (Light Technician) grew up in New England, but found home here in the San 
Juan Mountains. He’s been involved in local theatre the past 20 years. Jay joined Merely 
Players last season working the light board for both Hamlet and It’s a Wonderful Life. 
Lurking in the shadows, dressed in black and silent…. if he does his job well, you’ll 
never know he is there. 
 
Mohriah James (Gwendolen Fairfax) is delighted to be part of this whimsical, Wilde 
comedy. Born in Durango, Mohriah attended Fort Lewis College and earned her B.A. in 
Theatre. This year she was seen on the Merely stage as Little Red Riding Hood in Into 
the Woods, followed by the Fairy Godmother in Shrek the Musical with Four Corners 
Musical Theatre. Some of her most cherished roles with Merely Players include Ophelia 
in Hamlet, Alice Heminges in The Book of Will, Countess Andrenyi in Murder on the 
Orient Express, and John Sumner in Men on Boats. Mohriah is always grateful for the 
opportunity to perform, particularly with her immensely-talented husband, Geoff 
Johnson. Many thanks to Mona, cast, crew, and audience! 
 
Geoff Johnson (Algernon Moncrieff) is cuckoo about collaborating on this comedic 
classic. Recent credits include Cinderella’s Prince in Into the Woods, Peter in Silent Sky, 
Laertes/Guildenstern in Hamlet, and the one man show Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol. 
Geoff is tickled to play a member of the upper crust while nibbling on a crust-free 
cucumber sandwich. When not pretending to be a dandy Englishman, he has a dandy time 
managing his pretend football team. Geoff also enjoys getting dragged around by the 
energetic Juniper (dog) and making merry with his brilliant, clever wife Mohriah James.   
 
Joy Kilpatrick (Miss Prism) has been passionate about performing ever since she was a 
little girl, dancing around her childhood living room with peacock feathers in hand. She 
appeared in her first commercial at age seven and received her first professional contract 
at fifteen, performing in Florida’s State Play, Cross and Sword. Many moons later, Joy is 
earnestly grateful to still have opportunities to play onstage and share in the creative 
process of storytelling. Her greatest muse is her daughter, who brings immeasurable love, 
inspiration, and joy to her life. To learn more about Joy’s many fun endeavors, 
visit breathworkswithjoy.com.  
 
Kathleen McGee (Costumer Designer) was previously a board member and teacher at 
Jacqui Burke’s Fashion School and the Wardrobe Supervisor for the Dunbar Lyric 



Group, a theatre in Scotland. After moving to Durango, she began working and teaching 
sewing at Stitch. She has since worked as a costume designer and draper for local 
productions, including Silent Sky and Hamlet with Merely Players and countless 
productions at FLC. Kathleen teaches sewing, mentors developing artists, and constructs 
many of the intricate garments and specialty costume pieces worn by performers. Her 
skill, creativity, and attention to detail help bring characters to life on stage while 
supporting the next generation of makers and theatre artists. She believes the correct 
lumps of sugar to tea ratio is 1. 
 
Melanie McKinney-Gonzales (Sound Technician) realized early that she loved the 
magic of live theater, both on stage and behind it. Past roles include melodrama 
heroine, Alice in You Can’t Take It with You, and the Japanese shadow play, Zeami. After 
a long intermission devoted to raising children—complete with daily productions of 
another kind—Melanie was delighted to return to the theater assisting Merely Players in 
various tech roles during Silent Sky and Into the Woods earlier this year. She earnestly 
thanks her family and friends for their support. 
 
Diane Panelli (Props Manager/Box Office Manager) is thrilled to join this fabulous 
season with Merely Players. She loves looking for all the props for the shows, and then 
meeting you all at the door to see the excitement of what we have created. Welcome to 
Victorian society through Oscar Wilde’s words, eyes, and honesty. “Women are meant to 
be loved, not understood.” - Oscar Willde 
 
Jamie Pickering (Props Assistant) is a longtime fan of all things Victorian and tea 
related.  She is thrilled to be back in the props closet and her own closet gathering all the 
items needed to bring this Wilde play to life. 
 
Greta Richter (Ticket Manager) remembers that her love of theatre started when she was 
young and saw her first musical, Annie, with Andrea McArdle as Annie.  Greta was 
blown away and cried during “It’s the Hard-Knock Life,” as the actors sung the most 
amazing harmonies. Both of her kids were lucky enough to be in Mona and Charles’ 
theatre program at DHS.  She loved seeing them onstage as they sang, acted and danced. 
In 2002-2003, Greta got involved with DHS, helping backstage and at the box office, a 
position she remains in with Merely Players. She loves working with Mona and Charles 
and taking care of our wonderful subscribers. She feels fortunate to still have theatre a 
part of her life. 
 
Megan Sander (Costume Designer) is a costume designer with a love for period 
precision and character-driven detail. Her recent credits include Anais and Pippin at FLC, 
and Silent Sky and Hamlet with Merely Players. Specializing in 1875’s silhouette and 
social nuance, Megan builds costumes that do more than “look” the time period. She 
believes costumes help actors weaponize a parasol, a glove, or a perfectly tilted hat. Past 
work spans The Great Comet of 1812, The Servant of Two Masters, Nevermore, Edwin 
Drood, 5 Lesbians Eating a Quiche and more. She holds a BFA in Theatre with a 
Costume Design emphasis from Cal Polytechnic University of Pomona and 
loves researching historical etiquette, playing with trim, and scientifically testing the 
correct number of sugar lumps for tea. 
 



Daphne Tingey (Costume Manager) loves performing with Merely Players onstage. You 
may have seen her acting and puppeteering in Merely productions of Into the Woods, The 
Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, Bright Star, and Matilda. Now she’s helping out 
backstage for this show. A longtime lover of costumes, she’s excited to be a part of 
bringing this production to life! 
 
Riki Tsethlikai (Lady Bracknell) is excited to be joining the Merely Players stage once 
more for this production. As a Durango local, he has been involved in many Merely 
productions including Hector McQueen in Murder on the Orient Express, Donalbain in 
Macbeth, and most recently, a foley artist in It’s a Wonderful Life. A graduate of Bayfield 
High School, he is excited to bring his full energies to the stage once again. 

Oscar Wilde (Author) (1854–1900) was a celebrated Irish poet, playwright, novelist, and 
one of the most dazzling wits in literary history. Known for his brilliant social comedies, 
Wilde wrote such enduring plays as Lady Windermere’s Fan, An Ideal Husband, and his 
masterpiece, The Importance of Being Earnest. His only novel, The Picture of Dorian 
Gray, remains a provocative exploration of beauty, morality, and the consequences of a 
life devoted to pleasure. A flamboyant socialite, Wilde used humor and satire to expose 
the hypocrisies and absurdities of Victorian society. Behind the sparkling wit, however, 
was a writer of remarkable insight and compassion whose work continues to entertain, 
challenge, and delight audiences around the world. 

Mona Wood-Patterson (Director) has devoted her professional life to studying, 
teaching, and making theatre. She has directed around 200 productions in various venues 
and presented at educational and theatre conferences both in the United States and 
abroad. The Artistic Director of Merely Players, Mona is the recipient of numerous 
awards; including Colorado Theatre Teacher of the Year and Fort Lewis College 
Distinguished Alumnus. She was awarded a Fulbright to teach theatre in England and 
was inducted into the Colorado State Thespian Hall of Fame. She is grateful that she gets 
to work and play amidst remarkable people in Durango. 
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MERELY PLAYERS began work in 1994, was officially founded in 1997, and has been 
bringing theatre to our community ever since. Our vision is to consistently provide 
quality theatre in this region, while broadening the range of types of experiences 
available to local theatergoers through relevant, exciting productions.  Merely Players is a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, and we assure you that any money donated will go 
toward making quality theatre in Durango both now and in the future. 
 
Our 2026-2027 MERELY PLAYERS THEATRE SEASON continues: 
A Magical Tale 
The Snow Queen       December 2026 
 



An Unforgettable Classic 
The Price        January 2027 
 
The Regional Premiere 
Diversion        February 2027 
 
The Award-Winning Musical 
Come From Away       May 2027 
 
Visit our website to purchase tickets. 
 
AUDITIONS for Come From Away     November 14, 2026 
See our website for all of the details. Positions available for both cast and crew. 
We’d love to see you there! 
 
CONNECT WITH US: 
For more information on Merely Players, to buy tickets, to get involved, or to be added to 
our mailing list: 
Website: http://www.merelyplayers.org/ 
Telephone: 970.749.8585 
Email: merelydirectors@gmail.com 
 
 
MERELY PLAYERS ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM 
Artistic Director  Mona Wood-Patterson+ 
Technical Director  Charles Ford+ 
Company Manager  Mary Lynn Clark+ 
Studio Series Director  Matt Bodo+ 
Production Assistant  Diane Panelli+   
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Janet Curry, President 
Marc Arbeeny, Vice-President 
Kate Ishay, Secretary 
Jessica Jane Harris, Treasurer 
Diane Panelli 
Heather Howe 
Deborah Heath 
 
Thank you for spending your time with us. We would love to know what you thought 
about the play. Drop us an email at merelydirectors@gmail.com or share with us on 
Facebook at Merely Players – Durango. 
 
A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR:  
Few plays written more than 130 years ago remain as fresh, funny, and delightfully 
subversive today as they were when first written. The Importance of Being Earnest is one 
of those rare works. First performed in London in 1895, Oscar Wilde's final play 
premiered to great acclaim, only to have its success abruptly overshadowed by the 
scandal and prosecution that would destroy Wilde's career and send him to prison just a 



few months later. Although Wilde would never again enjoy the public success he had 
achieved, Earnest endured. Today, it is widely regarded as one of the greatest comedies 
ever written and a masterpiece of English theatre. 

Wilde possessed a singular gift for language. His dazzling wit, sparkling epigrams, and 
uncanny ability to expose human vanity with affection, rather than cruelty, make his 
work uniquely joyful. Even the word earnest carried particular weight in Victorian 
society. To be earnest was to be sincere, serious, respectable, and morally upright—
qualities highly prized in a culture deeply concerned with propriety and appearances. 
Wilde takes that much-vaunted virtue and turns it delightfully on its head.  

At first glance, The Importance of Being Earnest seems to be little more than a frothy 
comedy of mistaken identities, cucumber sandwiches, clever phrases, and impossible 
romances. But beneath its elegant surface, Wilde gently pokes fun at the social 
conventions of his day—marriage, class, reputation, and the often-ridiculous lengths 
people go to maintain appearances.  

His satire is never bitter. Instead, he invites us to laugh at the pretensions of Victorian 
society, only to realize that we have not outgrown them. We may have traded calling 
cards for social media and drawing rooms for digital platforms, but our fascination with 
appearances remains remarkably unchanged, and many of us still spend an extraordinary 
amount of energy carefully cultivating the image we present to others. 

Our production embraces the play's joy, theatricality, and delicious nonsense. With a 
scenery and costumes that are a visual confection, we have leaned into its larger-than-life 
characters, its playful physical comedy, and its celebration of language that sparkles like 
champagne. In a world that often feels heavy, The Importance of Being Earnest reminds 
us that laughter is, indeed, not frivolous at all —it is essential.  

        -Mona Wood-Patterson 


