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Swing State 
 

CAST 
 

Peg Smith       Mona Wood-Patterson+ 
 
Ryan Severson      Adam Fontana+ 
 
Sheriff Kris Callahan Wisnefski    Cindy Laudadio-Hill+ 
 
Deputy Dani Wisnefski     Erika Vetter+   
     
    
TIME: Summer, 2021. The world is struggling to emerge from the pandemic. 
PLACE: Peg’s home, somewhere in the driftless area of Wisconsin. 
Scene One: A summer night in July, around eleven p.m. 
Scene Two: A week later, afternoon 
Scene Three: The following morning, around 7:30 a.m. 
Scene Four: The following day, midmorning 
Scene Five: Several days later, early morning 
Scene Six: That night, darkness is setting in 
Scene Seven: Weeks later, midmorning 



 
  

PRODUCTION TEAM 
 
Sound and Light Technician    Charles Ford+    
       
Props Co-Manager/Box Office Manager  Diane Panelli+ 
 
Props Co-Manager     Mary Lynn Clark+ 
 
Costume Design     Katy Hutchinson+   
    
Ticket Manager     Greta Richter+  
 
Photographer      Kara Cavalca+ 
       
Lead Carpenter     Charles Ford+ 
 
Poster Design      Kate Ishay+ 
    
Set/Props Construction/Scenic Painting 
Brin DeVore+  Genevieve Thompson  Geoff Johnson+ 
Gyana Gomar+ Hallie Bullock+  James Thompson+ 
Jenny Mason+  Joy Kilpatrick+  Lynda Thompson 
Mary Young  Matt Bodo+   Melanie McLean+ 
Michael Lee+  Mick Souder+   Melissa Mossinghoff+   
Michael Chapman+ Mohriah James+  Randy Hertzman 
Zachary Chiero+ 
 
+ Merely Players Artistic Company 
 
There is no intermission. Concessions from Gabe’s Goodies will be on sale before 
the show. 
 
No real weapons are used in this production. All guns are non-firing replicas. 
 
Please silence your cell phones.  
 
The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.  
We know that, for many of you, taking performance photos or video of your loved ones is 
a huge temptation. Please respect this rule of theatre etiquette and resist. We want 
everyone to get to enjoy the show without distractions. Live theatre is meant to be 
temporal – let it be just that. Thank you! 
 
That said, we welcome you to take photos/video in the theatre before and after, but not 
during, the performance. If you post photos of the stage, please be sure to credit and tag 
Merely Players. @merely_players_durango  



 
 

WHO’S WHO 
 
Zachary Chiero (Director) is thrilled to work with this stunning cast on this incredible 
play. This is Zachary’s second year on the staff of Merely Players as their Artistic 
Associate. Zachary was last seen as Billy Flynn in Merely's production of Chicago, 
which he also choreographed with the brilliant Dallas Padoven. Up next, Zachary will be 
choreographing Guys and Dolls at Merely, reprising his role as Clown in Clown Sex Ed at 
The Sunflower Theatre in Cortez, performing in A Grand Night for Singing at Act 2 
Playhouse in Philadelphia, and performing in a production of Scheherazade with the 
Cleveland Orchestra in collaboration with Enchantment Theatre Company of 
Philadelphia, where he serves as the Artistic Director. Love to Mona, Erika, Adam and 
Cindy for their beautiful work. Love always to Dallas.  
 
Mary Lynn Clark (Props Co-Manager/Company Manager) is in her third season as 
Company Manager, her second time working with Adam, Erika, and Cindy, and 
the first time she has seen Mona Wood-Patterson perform on stage! She is always thrilled 
to be a part of any Merely Players production. When Mary Lynn is not in the theatre, she 
enjoys spending time with her family, traveling around the world, and giving warm hugs. 
 
Adam Fontana (Ryan) first performed with Merely Players over 15 years ago in Forever 
Plaid. He’s since played in As You Like It, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Mary Poppins, 
The Shape of Things, and Dames at Sea. He's also been on stage in Seattle, NYC, on tour 
and even rained on by tater tots while underscored by Enya for a commercial. 
Film/TV: Elsbeth, How to Live Your Best Death and Into The Wild Frontier. He lives in 
Brooklyn with his wife and pup. Member Actors’ Equity Association. “Those who cannot 
change their minds cannot change anything.” - George Bernard Shaw  
 
Charles Ford (Scenic Designer/Technical Director) is a master backstage technician and 
the Technical Director of Merely Players.   An avid puppeteer, mask-maker, make-up 
artist, robotics engineer, and special effects designer, he has designed dozens of sets for a 
variety of theatrical genres. During his career as Durango High School's tech director and 
resident designer, Charles was the recipient of several awards, including the Durango 
Foundation of Educational Excellence's Outstanding Teacher Award and the Rocky 
Mountain Theatre Association Technical Theatre Award. Charles’ world travels have 
seen him climbing to the top of Machu Picchu, swimming with sea turtles, and riding a 
camel. He has tried to bring the joy and exhilaration of travel back and use the inspiration 
to create theatre magic. 
 
Rebecca Gilman (Author) received her MFA in playwriting from the University of Iowa, 
and she is an artistic associate at the Goodman Theatre in Chicago.  Her plays have been 
widely produced in the United States and abroad. Among her many awards are a 
Guggenheim Fellowship, the Harold and Mimi Steinberg/ATCA New Play Award, the 
Harper Lee Award, the Scott McPherson Award, the Prince Prize for Commissioning 
New Work, the Roger L. Stevens Award, the Evening Standard Award for Most 



Promising Playwright and the George Devine Award.  She was a finalist for the 2001 
Pulitzer Prize for The Glory of Living.  
 
Deborah Heath (Stage Manager) moved to Durango in 2001 with her husband, 
Bern, and their three children. She has been part of the Merely Players 
community since 2013 and joined the Board of Directors in 2021. Deborah 
enjoys both on stage and backstage work. This is the sixth time she has staged 
managed for the company, the most recent being Small Mouth Sounds and the Studio 
Series show Tiny Beautiful Things. She was seen on stage as Queen Alonsa in the  
The Tempest and as Princess Dragomiroff in Murder On The Orient Express. As always, 
she is grateful to be part of this dynamic, creative, organization and the talent and 
kindness that it encompasses. 
  
Katy Hutchinson (Costumes) is excited to be a part of this show. She has been 
sewing since she was a kid, and costuming is what first drew her to the 
wonderful world of theater. Her previous shows with Merely Players 
include The Tempest and Bright Star as stage manager and Jacob Marley’s 
Christmas Carol as light board operator.  
 
Cindy Laudadio-Hill (Kris) is happy to be back at Merely Players for another wonderful 
adventure working with this talented cast and crew. Cindy was last seen (but not heard 
much)  as a member of the exquisite ensemble of Small Mouth Sounds and as O.G in Men 
on Boats. Before making this slice of heaven home, she was seen on Denver stages in 
Bull in a China Shop (Benchmark Theatre), The Diary of Anne Frank (Arvada Center) 
and Broadway Bound (Miner’s Alley Playhouse). Cindy is a Henry Award recipient for 
Outstanding Improvisational Theatre as the creator, producer, and performer of 
SCRIPTprov™ and has received Westword’s Best and the Out of the Box Award for her 
work as co-founder of the Denver Improv Festival and the GroupMind Foundation. 
 
Diane Panelli (Props Co-Manager/Box Office Manager) co-founded a theatre production 
company at Sarah Lawrence College, then went on to attending a cooking school in NYC 
and owning a restaurant in Telluride before moving to Durango in 2004.  She serves on 
the Merely Players board and truly loves the hunt for all the props that make a show 
special. 
 
Greta Richter (Ticket Manager) was born and raised in Sierra Madre, not far from 
Hollywood and Burbank. She grew up enjoying musicals and was excited when her 
children became involved in theatre when they moved to Durango in 1994.  Greta loves 
her work as Merely Players’ Ticket Manager, and has been working with Mona and 
Charles for over two decades.   She is grateful to God for bringing amazing theatre 
people into her life.  
 
Erika Vetter (Dani) loves coming back to the Merely fam. This will be her third 
production with Merely and first non-Shakespearean (Midsummer & As You Like It). 
Other favorite credits include: Elizabeth in Teenage Dick (Seattle Repertory), W 
in Lungs (Really-Really Theatre Group), Soubrette in Émilie (The Flea), & Rose in The 
Flick (Mendocino Theatre Co.). Film/TV: Only Murders In The 



Building (Hulu), Somebody I Used To Know (Prime Video), & Found Footage: The 
Making of the Patterson Project (Coming Soon!). Gratitude to the Durango community 
for the always warm welcome back, the Swing State-rs for this tender work, and Mr. F 
for the love. Member Actors’ Equity Association. erika-vetter.com  
 
Mona Wood-Patterson (Peg) is the Artistic Director of Merely Players. She got 
distracted by directing shows and running a theatre company, so she has not appeared 
onstage in quite some time. She is grateful to be back, working on this fantastic script 
with some of her favorite humans, including her incredible husband, Charles Ford. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
We offer our sincere gratitude to those who donated items or helped us with this show. 
Many hands and kind hearts help us to do our work: 
 
Community Foundation Serving SW Colorado    
Durango Herald 
Habitat for Humanity 
Southwest Appliance 
    

SUPPORTERS/DONORS WHO HELP MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE 
Mere words cannot describe how honoured we are by your support. We encourage our 
audience members to solicit these businesses and to tell the individuals that they are 
grand! 
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Trish Lemke 
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Suzi Loether 
Priscilla Lukens 
Rebecca Maloney 
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Meredith Mapel 
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Maureen May 
Jan and Greg Mayer-Gawlik 
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Laura Miller 
Virginia Miller Cavanagh 
Donna Middleton 
Jim and Sue Mooney 
Stephanie Moran 
Rene Nash 
Grace Morledge 
Lindsey Nicholson 
Barbara Noseworthy 
Sally Olsen 
The Oury Family 
Margaret Patterson 
Lindsay Petersen 
Dan Peha and Maureen Keilty 
Dave Peters and Jodie Petersen 
Jim Peters 
Jan Phillips 
Malia Pima 
Claire Raines 
Bobbi Rakita 
Greta Richter 
Glennie Ritchey 
Mary Robins 
June Russell and Frank Lockwood 
Sari Salisbury 
Ken Schrang 
Peggy Sharp 
Jen Shupe 
Christy Sinner 
Barry Spear and Holly Hagan 
Marlene Sloan 
Jen Sokol 
Catherine Sparks 
Faith Standifer 
Kathy and Kent Stottlemyer 



Anne and Steve Swisher 
Kathy and Mike Switzer 
Jan Tankersley 
Tracy Tarpley 
Lisa Taylor 
Sheri Teeter 
Tim Telep 
Rachel Turiel 
Krista Vandiver 
Elizabeth Volz 
Voss-Patterson Family 
Chuck Wales and Mary Anne Griffin 
Ivy Walker 
Jennet Walker 
Marjorie Wannamaker 
Penny Wanger 
Stuart Way 
Fred and Liz Whitehurst 
Kory Williams 
Cheryl Wiescamp 
Flow Wolf 
Jacqueline Zirkelbach 
 
DYNAMIC 
Lindsey Breed 
Marjorie Brinton  
Susan Reese Brown  
Ted and Nancy Carr  
Barbara Conn 
Megan Connolly 
Bethiah Crane 
Charlotte Deters and Tom Skurky 
June Dunn 
Chessa Gill 
Brooke Goulding 
Carroll Groeger 
Julianne Hartman and Dr. Jim Forleo 
Diana Hassett 
Julia Hastings-Black 
Jesse Hutt  
Sarah Kelly 
Joy Kilpatrick 
Robin Kissell 
Susan Koonce and John Lyons  
Stephen Krest 
Donna Martin 
Brian McAleer and Carol Shepard 



Beth Miller 
Pamela Moreno 
Kay Neal  
Winnie Neunzig 
Liz Oetter  
Laura Olais 
Lissa Paak and Gordon Henriksen 
Kathryn Parr 
Wendy Pollak 
Michelle Reott 
Rebecca Robison 
Anna and Andy Rude 
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Tom Skurky and Charlotte Deters 
Richard and Georgi Silverman 
Pamela Smith 
John Stiff 
Helen Utley 
Cathy Whiteside 
Douglas Wingeard 
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Jessica Zeller 
     
IMAGINATIVE 
Luke and Jennie Albert 
Annette Angst 
Sherrod Beall and Werner Heiber 
Gayle and Wayne Bedor 
Thomas Bliss 
Judy and Jim Bolen 
Ron and Linda Bunk  
Sandy Burke  
Mary Butler 
Sharyn Butler and Ted Hall 
Denise Dey 
David Edwards 
Maureen Fallon-Cyr 
Richard Farrington 
Betsy Fitzpatrick 
Pat Gillaspy 
Gyana Bandy Gomar 
Lee Hagar 
Gustav Hallin 
Jay Hecker 
Judy Hill 
Kristi Horvath 



Gail Johnston 
Patricia and Jay Joy 
Jill Langoni 
Deborah List 
Jim and Karen McManus 
MaryAnne Nelson  
Jan Newton 
Mary O’Donnell 
Mary Patalan 
Josh and Kim Perdue 
Sharon Powers 
Catherine Roberts 
Jane Robinson 
Mike Rustad 
Peggy Schroder 
Frank and Kathy Sinton 
Soignier Law Firm 
Sharon Stetz 
Tom and Susie Stuber 
Ron and Jan Turner  
Greg Weiss 
Gretchen Wilson   
Mary Young 
 
CREATIVE  
Carrie and Eric Allen 
Kay Anderson 
Luann Andrew 
Ted Bartlett 
Abby Bowen 
Ginny Brown 
Katherine Burgess 
Tom Campbell 
Dee Dee Carlson and Michael Goldman 
John Condie and Wanda Ellingson 
Stephen and Elizabeth Crandall 
N. Dale 
Carrie and Joel Denman 
Hallie Denman 
Brian Devine and Melissa May 
Brin DeVore 
Katie Dittelberger 
Dan and Jane Doty 
Rhonda Eppard 
Cathy and Bob Eppinger 
Judi Fitts 
Susan and Scott Graham 



Jeffrey Graves and Dr. Katie McCrea 
Richard and Gail Grossman  
Michelle, Will, and Isabelle Herringer 
Connie Jacobs and Tekla Miller 
Ginger Jenks 
Liese Krauser 
Cindy Laudadio-Hill 
Karren Little 
Paula Lutz 
Linda Mack and Wynn Berven 
Carolyn MacKay 
Thane Malison 
Phyllis Max  
Lynn May 
Paula Millar 
Martha Tinsley Minot  
Susan Merrill and Mike Uhes 
Russ and Janet Monell 
Lori Moss 
Shawna Off and Kent Ford 
Meredith Page 
Angela Payne 
Jerry and Kristine Poer  
Dick and Georgeann Reitz 
Joan Rhoades 
Pat Rustad 
Marcia Sabeti 
Peppi Sanders 
Jeff and Lori Schell 
Faye Schrater and Dick White  
John and Aline Schwob 
Marilyn Swanson 
Mike and Caroline Todd 
Nancy Uhl 
John Watson 
Ann Willard 
Laurie Wilson 
Briggen Wrinkle 
Bob and Lynn Wynn  
Suzanne Zerbe  
 
INNOVATIVE 
Anita and John Albright 
Katherine Barr and Linda Barnes 
Robert Bowie and Vicki Vandegrift   
Lourdes Carrasco 
Chris Cooke 



Cathy Crum and Mike Field  
Peter and Jodye Glick 
Lisa Govreau/Remax 
David and Carol Grenoble 
Ruth Guarino  
Deb and Bern Heath  
Jodie and Jack Klumpenhower 
Keith Lucas 
Donna and Larry Perino 
Katy Pytte and Beach Edwards 
Susan Ristow 
Jill and Larry Schuman-Gross 
Mike and Teresa Sheehan 
Ken and Jan Smith 
Jill and Ted Wright 
 
VISIONARY 
Sue Agranoff 
Anonymous 
With Gratitude to Greta Richter 
The Bartig-Small Family Fund 
Debbie and Joe Bishop  
Janet Blunt 
Stephen Bowers and Wendy Grant 
Janet Curry and Peter Arcomano  
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Michelle and Mark James 
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Doug Jacober 
Marti and Steve Kiely 
Paul and Mary Jo Laakso 
Mary-Catherine and David McAlvany 
Hal and Melanie McLean 
Bob and Kathy Miller 
Lynne Murison  
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Nancy and Jim Ottman  
Joan Roberts-Ems 
Ray and Carol Schmudde 
Mick Souder and Linda Schwinghammer 
Janice Sheftel  
Karen Soltes 
Lynda, James, and Genevieve Thompson  
Jeannie and Steve Wheeldon 



Kimberlee and Chris Yeargin 
 
INSPIRING 
Jim Beatty 
Cheryle Brandsma 
Larry and Elizabeth Crawford Family  
Kim Dalen 
Bryan and Jacquelyn Dear 
Jennie Dear 
Margy Dudley 
Lou and Joyce Fontana 
Margie and Will Gray 
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Nancy and John Loftis  
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EXTRAORDINARY 
Anonymous 
Richard and Mary Lyn Ballantine 
Trisha and William Hayes 
Red Mountain Fund 
Susanne Shutz  
Gary and Carol Treat  
 
SUPERLATIVE 
Diane Panelli  
 
MERELY PLAYERS began work in 1994 and was officially founded in 1997 and has 
been bringing theatre to our community ever since. Our vision is to consistently provide 
quality theatre in this region, while broadening the range of types of experiences 
available to local theatergoers through relevant, exciting productions.  Merely Players is a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, and we assure you that any money donated will go 
toward making quality theatre in Durango both now and in the future. 
 
Our 2024-2025 MERELY PLAYERS THEATRE SEASON continues: 
 
A Musical Theatre Classic     
Guys and Dolls       May 2025 
 



Tickets are on sale on our website now. 
 
CONNECT WITH US: 
For more information on Merely Players, to buy tickets, to get involved, or to be added to 
our mailing list: 
Website: http://www.merelyplayers.org/ 
Telephone: 970.749.8585 
Email: merelydirectors@gmail.com 
Like us on Facebook: Merely Players -Durango 
Instagram: Merely_Players_Durango 
 
GABE – PUT QR CODES IN 
 
MERELY PLAYERS ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM 
Artistic Director  Mona Wood-Patterson+ 
Technical Director  Charles Ford+ 
Artistic Associate  Zachary Chiero+ 
Company Manager  Mary Lynn Clark+ 
 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Janet Curry, President 
Marc Arbeeny, Vice-President 
Kate Ishay, Secretary 
Jessica Jane Harris, Treasurer 
Diane Panelli 
Heather Howe 
Deborah Heath 
 
Thank you for spending your time with us. We would love to know what you thought 
about the play. Drop us an email at merelydirectors@gmail.com or share with us on 
Facebook at Merely Players – Durango. 
 
Swing State received its world premiere at Goodman Theatre, Chicago, on Oct. 17, 2022. 
The Goodman production of Swing State was subsequently produced by Audible Theatre 
in New York City, opening on Sept. 17, 2023.  Merely Players is one of the first 
companies in the world to be granted rights to present this compelling play. 
 
 GABE – ADD MERELY LOGO somewhere. 
“All the world’s a stage, 
And all the men and women Merely Players” – William Shakespeare 
 
GABE – THESE POEMS DON’T HAVE TO BE RIGHT TOGETHER 
 
“Whatever happens, stay alive. Don't die before you're dead. Don't lose yourself, don't 
lose hope, don't lose direction. 
Stay alive, with yourself, with every cell of your body, with every fiber of your skin.  



Stay alive, learn, study, think, read, build, invent, create, speak, write, dream, design. 
Stay alive, stay alive inside you, stay alive also outside, fill yourself with colors of the 
world, fill yourself with peace, fill yourself with hope. 
Stay alive with joy.  
There is only one thing you should not waste in life, and that's life itself." - Unknown 
 
“A thing of beauty is a joy for ever: 
Its loveliness increases; it will never 
Pass into nothingness; but still will keep 
A bower quiet for us, and a sleep 
Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing. 
Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing 
A flowery band to bind us to the earth, 
Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth 
Of noble natures, of the gloomy days, 
Of all the unhealthy and o'er-darkened ways 
Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all, 
Some shape of beauty moves away the pall 
From our dark spirits.” 
   -John Keats, from “Endymion” 
 
DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
Let Zach how much you need 
 


