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Merely Players
Presents

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane
Adapted by Dwayne Hartford
From the book by Kate DiCamillo

Directed by Puppet and Scenic Designer Stage Manager
Zachary Chiero+ Charles Ford + Jessica McCallum+

Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol
by Tom Mula

Starring Geoff Johnson+
Directed by Tech Director/Scenic Designer Stage Manager

Mona Wood-Patterson+ Charles Ford + Diane Panelli+

December 5 — 22, 2024
Merely Underground in Durango, Colorado



The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane

CAST
Edward Tulane Conor Sheehan+
Pellegrina/Marjory/Old Doll Jeannie B. Wheeldon+
Abilene/Sarah Ruth Siena Widen
Bull/Lucius Clarke Matt Bodo+
Lucy/Society Lady/Doll Jill Somrak+
Nellie/Old Lady Tara Demmy+
Lawrence/Martin Ian Thomas+
Father/Neal/Jack George Gross+
Lolly/Marlene Daphne Tingey+
Watchman/Bryce/Amos Clark Adomaitis

Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol
CAST
Actor Geoff Johnson+
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane will be performed without an intermission.
During Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol, there will be a 15-minute intermission between
acts.

Concessions from Gabe’s Goodies will be on sale for both shows.

Please silence your cell phones.

PRODUCTION TEAM
Sound Technician Tulane Cassandra Y. Owen+

Sound Technician Marley Mick Souder+



Light Technician Tulane

Light Technician Marley

Costume Designer/Bunny Costumes
Props Lead/Box Office Manager
Wardrobe Lead

Ticket Manager

Photographer

Lead Carpenter

Tulane Wall Design and Paint
Poster Design

Set/Props Construction/Scenic Painting
Michael Lee+ Jenny Mason+

Zachary Chiero+ Grace Morledge
Ted Carr Randy Hertzman
Mohriah James+ Mick Souder+
Mark Russell Jay Hecker
Jessica Jane Harris+ Brian Devine+
Jeff Widen Beth Miller+
Mandy Gardner+

Parking Lot Guides/Concession Volunteers
Dewa llg

Joy Kilpatrick+

Nora Stafford

Abby Kubicek+

Bray Helfrich+

Jeff Widen

Melissa Mossinghoff+
Gyana Bandy Gomar+
Jamie Pickering+

Grace Dendy+

Sharina Ramsey-Adams+

+ Merely Players Artistic Company

Heather Rasmussen Thomas+

Katy Hutchinson+
JoAnn Nevils+
Diane Panelli+
Mary Lynn Clark+
Greta Richter+
Kara Cavalca+
Charles Ford+
Mariah Kaminsky

Kate Ishay+

Natalie Cohn+
Nancy Carr
Maureen May+
Lori Fisher+

Matt Bodo+
Jeannie Wheeldon+
Jamie Pickering+



The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.
We know that, for many of you, taking performance photos or video of your loved ones is
a huge temptation. Please respect this rule of theatre etiquette and resist! We want
everyone to get to enjoy the show without distractions. Live theatre is meant to be
temporal — let it be just that. Thank you!

That said, we welcome you to take photos/video in the theatre before and after, but not
during, the performance. If you post photos of the stage, please be sure to credit and tag
Merely Players. @merely players durango

WHO’S WHO

Clark Adomaitis (Bryce and others) is super excited to appear in The Miraculous
Journey of Edward Tulane. You might have seen him rapping in the 2023 and 2024
Snowdown Follies, and he helped create sound for Merely Player’s production of 7The
Tempest in 2023. When not on stage, he’s a news reporter for KSUT in Ignacio and
KSJD in Cortez, where he gets to hear and share unique stories from around the Four
Corners region. He’s also one third of Durango’s hottest boyband, Community Pancake,
whose second album, “THERE’S STILL FOOD COMING,” is available on the internet
now.

Matt Bodo (Bull and others) is excited to join the Edward Tulane ensemble to tell the
story of this china rabbit, being hot off the journey of saving Shakespeare as Henry in
The Book of Will, Merely audiences might or might not recognize him as the vicious
Caliban in The Tempest; Frank the flashy DJ, in Hands on a Hardbody; and the extremes
of the character spectrum as the villainous Duke Frederick, and the forlorn and
simpleminded Silvius in As You Like It. Other recent featured roles include Pastor Greg
in Hand to God at the DAC and the sidekick to three ghosts, Ebenezer Scrooge, in
Durango Theatrework’s radio-play of A Christmas Carol. The “Shakespearean Skaterat”
balances his love for the theatre and snowboarding here in his native Durango.

Zachary Chiero (Edward Tulane Director) is the Artistic Associate at Merely Players.
After graduating from Muhlenberg College, Zachary spent the last decade working with
many theatres throughout the greater Philadelphia area. He has created several world
premiere national tours with Enchantment Theatre Company, where he is currently an
associate Artistic Director. He is a proud company member of Tribe of Fools physical
theatre company, where he has received Barrymore nominations for Best Choreography
for his work on world premieres Fly, Eagles Fly and Fishtown: A Hipster Noir. Most
recently at Merely, Zachary appeared in Hands on a Hardbody and Chicago and directed
Small Mouth Sounds. Love always to my husband, Dallas. zacharyjchiero.com.

Mary Lynn Clark (Company Manager/Wardrobe Foreman) had a lovey that was a
bunny when she was a child. It was well loved and worn and continues to bring a smile to
her face when she thinks about the memories with it. She is delighted to be part of a show
that reminds us of the children we were and special loveys that gave us comfort and



security. Thank you, Mona and Charles, for selecting a magical book that really touches
the heart.

Tara Demmy (Nellie and others) is a comedian, theatre artist, and historian from
Philadelphia. Merely credits include: Book of Will (Costume Manager), Clown Sex

Ed (Clown) and Small Mouth Sounds (Alicia). She has performed in comedy festivals all
over the country and co-created five shows with the award-winning physical theatre
company, Tribe of Fools (Philadelphia). Tara teaches comedy at Lower Left Improv and
theatre history at Fort Lewis College. So much gratitude to Merely Players, Charles, and
Zach for letting me be part of such a stunning and imaginative show. Special thanks to
Conor, my fav bunny. tarademmy.com

Kate DiCamillo (Tulane author) is an American author whose award-winning children’s
books commonly confront themes of loss but whose protagonists—who range from a
lonely girl in Florida to a lost porcelain rabbit—find redemption and joy in figuring out
life’s meaning. She won a Newbury Medal for The Tale of Despereaux (2003) and
another in 2014 for Flora & Ulysses: The llluminated Adventures (2013).

Charles Ford (Scenic & Puppet Designer/Tech Director both shows) is a master
backstage technician and the Technical Director of Merely Players. An avid puppeteer,
mask-maker, make-up artist, robotics engineer, and special effects designer, he has
designed dozens of sets for a variety of theatrical genres. During his career as Durango
High School's tech director and resident designer, Charles was the recipient of several
awards, including the Durango Foundation of Educational Excellence's Outstanding
Teacher Award and the Rocky Mountain Theatre Association Technical Theatre Award.
Charles’ world travels have seen him climbing to the top of Machu Picchu, swimming
with sea turtles, and riding a camel. He has tried to use inspiration from the joy and
exhilaration of travel to create theatre magic.

George Gross (Father and others) recalls his earliest memories of puppets being Sheri
Lewis and Lamb Chop, Soupy Sales and White Fang, Paul Winchell with Jerry Mahoney
and Knuckle Head Smiff. Each of these “puppets” had their own personalities. The
puppets were engaging and relatable—they were, well, real. Seeing them brought to life
was magic. With this in mind, George is especially excited to be on the creative side of
this wonderful story and hopes you will also be touched by this magic. This is George’s
fourth adventure with the Merely Players. Prior roles include: J. D. Drew in Hands on a
Hardbody, Daddy Murphy in Bright Star, and Sergei in Matilda. His other role in life is
as an ICU nurse at Mercy Regional Medical Center.

Dwayne Hartford (Tulane author) is the artistic director at Childsplay in Tempe, Ariz.,
where all of his plays for young audiences have premiered. Hartford has had six plays
published by Dramatic Publishing. His adaptation of The Miraculous Journey of Edward
Tulane has been professionally produced all over the country. Hartford lives in Phoenix
with his dog, Henry. He is originally from Maine and received his bachelor’s in fine arts
from the Boston Conservatory.



Katy Hutchinson (Marley Light Technician) is excited to be back in the booth for the
first time in a few years. Her previous few shows include The Tempest and Bright Star as
Stage Manager and Matilda as Assistant Stage Manager. The last time she lit up the stage
from the booth was in a production of Marjorie Prime. In her free time, Katy loves to
bake cookies and bread. Her happy place is under a tall pine tree with a thermos of tea
and a book.

Geoff Johnson (Solo actor in Jacob Marley) became interested in acting when he

saw Peter Pan at Durango High School. He grew his passion on the same DHS stage as a
teen. He studied theater at FLC and has performed on numerous stages throughout the
region: Durango, Farmington, Pagosa Springs, Cortez, Mancos, Salida, Denver and Santa
Fe. He has performed with a few local improv groups including Durango Dot Comedy,
Devise and Conquer, and the current musical improv group: Symphonies. After 25 years
of performing, he is thrilled that this will be his 25" production with Mona Wood-
Patterson. Her art inspired his love for theater, and he is honored to now be a part of this
world. All-time favorite roles include: Javert in Les Misérables, Lord Farquaad in Shrek
the Musical, Yvan in ART, and Agatha Trunchbull in Matilda. Geoff dedicates his
performance to his family: mom, dad, Kevin, and his beautiful wife, Mohriah.

Jessica McCallum (Tulane Stage Manager) is in love with the story of Edward Tulane
and so happy to be stage managing this amazing show. She is fully immersed in a midlife
theatre renaissance, and she can’t stop working on plays both backstage and onstage. She
most recently stage managed Mrs. Einstein at Durango Playfest and appeared in The
Book of Will at Merely Players. She gets to do creative stuff with teenagers in her day job
as a teacher at Animas High School, where she learns something new every day. She is
very thankful for the thriving local theatre scene and the chance to make beautiful art
with the Merely Players community once again.

Tom Mula (Marley Author) has been an award-winning playwright, actor, and director
for more than twenty-five years. His novel, Jacob Marley's Christmas Carol, was
published by Adams Media and became a best-seller. The audio version was broadcast
nationwide on NPR for six seasons, and received an INDI Award for Spoken Word. The
play received the prestigious Cunningham Prize from the Goodman School of Drama. It
premiered at Chicago's Goodman Theatre, received an After Dark Award, and was
repeated the following year. Since then, it has been performed in theatres across the
country. Mr. Mula teaches at Columbia College as an Artist-in-Residence.

JoAnn Nevils (Costume Designer) has been designing and stitching costumes most of
her life. Merely Players has been her prime focus for the last 30 years. Every show is
memorable, with each costume being created with love and care. One of her goals is to
make the actor feel comfortable and special. Favorite shows and costumes are Hecate
from Macbeth, Lord Farquaad from Shrek and the Scarecrow and Wizard from our punk
version of The Wizard of Oz. Many thanks to my children, Bucky and Janette, for
believing in me and to Mona and Charles for being my friends.

Cassandra Owen (Tulane Sound Technician) is a filmmaker, dancer, and choreographer
with Durango-based Wildwood Dance Project. Her current works explore the cycling of



the seasons as reflective of our internal process, as well as therapeutic aspects of group
dance improvisation, dance performance, ceremonial dance, and the dance film editing
process. This is Cassandra's eighth production with Merely Players, her first tech role
with them, and her first time working sound for live performance. From Orange County,
CA, she continues to train in ballet, jazz, musical theater, modern, contemporary, and
Afro styles. She is working towards becoming a dance/movement therapist, taking with
her the values of her conservation biology, outdoor leadership, and conservation corps
career that brought her to Durango.

Diane Panelli (Marley Stage Manager) co-founded a theatre production company at
Sarah Lawrence College, then went on to attending a cooking school in NYC and owning
a restaurant in Telluride before moving to Durango in 2004. She serves on the Merely
Players board and truly loves the hunt for all the props that make a show special.

Heather Rasmussen Thomas (7Tulane Light Technician) has grown up in Durango,
getting her love of theatre early at four years old. She loves being involved in theatre both
on and off the stage. Merely Players credits include Mary Poppins, Man of La Mancha,
and Chicago as the microphone operator and on stage for shows such as 4 Wrinkle in
Time, Sense and Sensibility, and most recently, the MP Studio Series show Tiny Beautiful
Things. Heather is excited to return to the booth as the light board operator and hopes you
will enjoy the magic of The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.

Greta Richter (Ticket Manager) was born and raised in Sierra Madre, not far from
Hollywood and Burbank. She grew up enjoying musicals and was excited when her
children became involved in theatre when they moved to Durango. Greta loves her work
as Merely Players’ Ticket Manager. She is grateful to God for bringing amazing theatre
people into her life.

Conor Sheehan (Edward Tulane) is over the moon and all the stars on a moonless night
to be a part of such a hare-rrowing tale (and tail) of perseverance, maturity and love,
alongside performers and technicians of such vibrance and versatility. Favorite
actor/accompaniment credits include Ariel in The Tempest, Oliver/Amiens in As You Like
It, and a clowny conductor/mood music maker in Clown S*x Ed this past summer. He’s
also privileged to add his pentatonic peculiarity to the Symphonies improvised musical
team and to Community Pancake, Durango’s premier pastry-based boy band. Edward,
Susanna, Malone, Jangles, and Conor wish to thank all the captivating cast, creatives, and
crew, Zach our fearless leader, Mona, Charles, T.D., Dad, Mom, Grace, and all of YOU
for making their journey so miraculous. Enjoy hopping along with us!

Jill Somrak (Lucy and others) is excited to return to Merely Players as head puppeteer
for The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. Y ou might remember her in past
productions of Mary Poppins, Shrek, and Man of La Mancha. Jill is the mother of three
kids and teaches third grade at Riverview Elementary School. In all her spare time, Jill
loves to travel, paddleboard, knit, and hike in the mountains.

Mick Souder (Marley Sound Technician) has been on tech for Merely Players
productions since 2015, where he enjoys the Merely culture of excellence and gratitude.



He has acted, hosted, directed, produced, teched, DJed, engineered, and mopped floors
for various school, college and community theatre groups, radio stations and video
productions for a long time. He recently added drone video production to a lifetime in
various theatre, audio and moving picture arts.

Ian Thomas (Lawrence and others) i1s overjoyed to join this ensemble cast for The
Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. His last outing on stage was a turn as Monsieur
Bouc in Murder on the Orient Express, where he was extremely happy to use an
outrageous accent for the whole show. When he isn’t on stage, which is most of the time,
Ian works as a tile setter in Durango and enjoys running a Dungeons and Dragons
campaign for his friends whenever he can.

Daphne Tingey (Lolly and others) is so in love with this show- the kind of work she’s
always wanted to do! Daphne studied Meisner acting at the Ted Bardy Studio in NYC.
You may have most recently seen her in Bright Star and Matilda the Musical here at
Merely Players, or in the “cold reads” for the DAC 30-minute play festival.

Jeannie B. Wheeldon (Pellegrina and others) is a fifth generation Durango native who
loves to perform. Thanks to the wonderful MJET directors, cast and crew for helping her
learn the exciting art of Masks and Puppetry. Recent local roles include Janus in Hands
on a Hardbody, Hazel in The Children, Sonia in Vanya, Sonia, Masha and Spike and The
Chairman in The Mystery of Edwin Drood. Most recently she has tackled the art of
Improv as a member of Sym-Phonies, a musical improv troupe that improvises an entire
musical based on an audience suggestion. Thanks to husband, Steve, for enduring her
absence for all rehearsals necessary to bring this wonderful show to life! Remember to
Open Your Heart and Someone will come!

Siena Widen (A4bilene and others) a Durango native, is thrilled to be making her return
appearance to Merely Players for The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. Now
graduated from Fort Lewis College, Siena cannot wait to perform one of her favorite
childhood books, and she hopes the audience enjoys this beautiful story. Previous credits
include: Mamma Mia, Next to Normal, Men on Boats, Sweeney Todd, Heathers, Cabaret,
Reefer Madness, & Durango PlayFest.

Mona Wood-Patterson (Jacob Marley Director) Mona Wood-Patterson (Director) has
devoted her professional life to studying, teaching, and making theatre. She has directed
over 150 productions in various venues and presented at educational and theatre
conferences both in the United States and abroad. The Artistic Director of Merely
Players, Mona has been the recipient of numerous awards; including Colorado Theatre
Teacher of the Year and Fort Lewis College Distinguished Alumnus. She was awarded a
Fulbright to teach theatre in England, and was inducted into the Colorado State Thespian
Hall of Fame in 2011. She is grateful that she gets to work and play amidst remarkable
people in Durango.

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane was originally commissioned, developed and
produced at Childsplay in Tempe, Ariz. David P. Saar, Artistic Director; Steve Martin,
Managing Director.



Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol was originally produced by the Goodman Theatre in
Chicago, IL on Dec. 4, 1998. Robert Falls, artistic director; Roche Schulfer, Executive
Director."
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We offer our sincere gratitude to those who donated items or helped us with this
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Community Foundation Serving SW Colorado
Durango Herald
Grace Morledge
Heather Howe
Jamie Pickering
Jay Hecker
Jeannie Wheeldon
Jeff Widen

Jessica Jane Harris
JoAnn Nevils

Lori Fisher
Mandy Gardner
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La Plata Electric Association

City of Durango



We encourage you to buy copies of both stories from Maria’s Bookshop in Durango.

MERELY PLAYERS began work in 1994 and was officially founded as a non-profit in
1997 and has been bringing theatre to our community ever since. Our vision is to
consistently provide quality theatre in this region, while broadening the range of types of
experiences available to local theatergoers through relevant, exciting productions.
Merely Players is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, and we assure you that any money
donated will go toward making quality theatre in Durango both now and in the future.

Our 2024-2025 MERELY PLAYERS THEATRE SEASON continues:

A Contemporary Drama
The Regional Premiere
Swing State February 2025

A Musical Theatre Classic
Guys and Dolls May 2025

Tickets for both shows are on sale on our website now.

CONNECT WITH US:

For more information on Merely Players, to buy tickets, to get involved, or to be added to
our mailing list:

Website: http://www.merelyplayers.org/

Telephone: 970.749.8585

Email: merelydirectors@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook: Merely Players -Durango

Instagram: Merely Players Durango

MERELY PLAYERS ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

Artistic Director Mona Wood-Patterson+
Technical Director Charles Ford+

Artistic Associate Zachary Chiero+
Company Manager Mary Lynn Clark+

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Janet Curry, President

Marc Arbeeny, Vice-President
Kate Ishay, Secretary

Jessica Jane Harris, Treasurer
Diane Panelli

Heather Howe

Deborah Heath

Thank you for spending your time with us. We would love to know what you thought
about the play. Drop us an email at merelydirectors@gmail.com or share with us on
Facebook at Merely Players — Durango.



The Miraculous Adventure of Edward Tulane is presented by special arrangement with
The Dramatic Publishing Company, Inc., of Woodstock, Illinois.

Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol is presented by special arrangement with Dramatists
Play Service



