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+ Merely Players Artistic Company 
 
There will be a 15-minute intermission between acts. Concessions from Gabe’s Goodies 
will be on sale.  
 
Please silence your cell phones; they don’t work that well down here anyway.  
 
To enhance your theatre experience, we invite you to join us for a pre-show PLOT CHAT 
45 minutes before each performance. If you missed it for this performance, you are 
welcome to come to another. 
 
The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.  
We know that, for many of you, taking performance photos or video of your loved ones is 
a huge temptation. Please respect this rule of theatre etiquette and resist!  
We want everyone to get to enjoy the show without distractions. Live theatre is meant to 
be temporal – let it be just that. Thank you! 
 
That said, we welcome you to take photos/video in the theatre before and after, but not 
during, the performance. If you post photos of the stage, please be sure to credit and tag 
Merely Players. @merely_players_durango  
 
 

WHO’S WHO 
 
Matt Bodo (Henry Condell) has appeared on the Merely stage as the vicious Caliban 
in The Tempest, Frank the flashy DJ in Hands on a Hardbody, and the extremes of the 
character spectrum as the villainous Duke Frederick and the forlorn and simpleminded 
Silvius in As You Like It. Other recent featured roles include Pastor Greg in Hand to 
God at the DAC and the sidekick to three ghosts, Ebenezer Scrooge, in Durango 
Theatrework’s radio-play of A Christmas Carol. The “Shakespearean Skaterat” balances 
his love for the Bard and snowboarding here in his native Durango. Matt dedicates this 
homage of theatre to his lost “brothers of the Bard,” Jason & Chris. There is nothing 
either good or bad but thinking makes it so.  
 
Stephen Bowers (John Heminges) is delighted to join his Merely Players colleagues on 
the boards in this play about the birth of a book by the Bard.  Prior Shakespeare credits 
include his break out debut as soldier and conga drummer in The Comedy of Errors, 
followed by Laertes in Hamlet, Ross and later Macduff in that Scottish play, Leonato 
in Much Ado About Nothing and, most recently, Duke Senior in As You Like It.  He really 
wants to do Pericles…not.  Nor do not saw the air too much with your hand… 
 
Mandy Irons Gardner (Elizabeth Condell) has been seen quite often in musicals, but 
much of her young adulthood was filled with Shakespeare; her favorite role perhaps 



being Dromio of Syracuse in OpenStage Theatre's all-female production of The Comedy 
of Errors, for with she won the Company's Opus Award. After a year’s sabbatical from 
the performing arts, Mandy is back on the boards, as her beloved daughter is safely and 
excitedly off at college. Between crying jags, Mandy is attempting to remember who she 
is and what makes her happy. Theatre with Merely Players is a big one. Shakespeare is 
another. So here we are. Love all, trust a few, do wrong to none. 
 
Charlie Grice (William Jaggard/Ed Knight/bar denizen) began his lifelong love of 
Shakespeare in 1987, when his beloved director/theater teacher convinced a visiting 
former member of the Royal Shakespeare Company to cast him in a production of 
Richard III at Stage Eleven children's theater. Since then, he has performed in nine 
different Shakespeare shows. Charlie wishes to thank his amazing wife, Daisy, for all her 
support and encouragement, and dedicates his performance to the loving memory of 
Georganne Sugden.  If sack and sugar be a fault, God help the wicked! If to be old and 
merry be a sin, then many an old host that I know is damned: If to be fat be to be hated… 
then banish plump Jack, and banish all the world. 
 
Mohriah James (Alice Heminges) graduated from Bayfield High School and earned her 
B.A. in Theatre from Fort Lewis College. Her earliest Shakespearean "performance" was 
reciting a monologue from Juliet's balcony scene in 8th grade English class. As an adult 
she has acted with Merely Players in As You Like It, Macbeth, and last year's The 
Tempest (Miranda). Most recently she performed in the musical Chicago as the Lipshitz-
dating murderess, Mona.  Mohriah is ecstatic to be playing Alice in The Book of 
Will. Thank you to Mona W-P for her infusing passion for Shakespeare/theatre, Geoff 
Johnson for being a wonderful partner on and off-stage, and all past theatre and English 
teachers. (Miss you, Ms. Wennerstrom.) What's in a name? That which we call a rose by 
any other name would smell as sweet. 
 
Geoff Johnson (Ben Johnson/Barman/Marcus/Francisco) enjoys acting in Shakespeare’s 
plays and plays about Shakespeare’s plays. He is quite thrilled to play in a play about 
Shakespeare’s plays with Merely Players. Shakespeare roles include Sweaty Body Holder 
#2 in Macbeth, the third Ursula in Much Ado about Nothing in the park, and the 
Macarena dancing Lion in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Recent Merely credits include: 
Amos in Chicago, Ned in Small Mouth Sounds, and Antonio in last fall’s production 
of The Tempest. In his spare time Geoff enjoys reading books far more often than his 
lovely, talented wife Mohriah James. Is our whole dissembly appeared? 
 
Paul Laasko (Richard Burbage/Compositor/Sir Edward Dering/Marcellus) is currently 
brushing up on his art glass skills for his daughter’s wedding present. Although he finds 
that brushing up on his Shakespeare is just as big a thrill.  Paul feels so fortunate to be 
cast in a three-peat of exploring the words of the Bard at Merely Players. It’s a pleasure 
for him to be mixed in with this talented cast.  Where words are scarce they are seldom 
spent in vain. Who says more with fewer words than the Bard! 
 
Jessica McCallum (Emilia Bassano Lanier/Susannah Shakespeare Hall/Crier 1, 2, 
3/Fruit Seller/Horatio) has loved Shakespeare marvelous much for most of her years on 
Earth. She has been the executive producer of many Shakespearean shenanigans in her 



day job at Animas High School, where she has been able to engage young people in the 
profound fun of bringing the Bard’s words to life. She played the giddiest Audrey ever in 
Merely Players’ As You Like It and a slate of magic-charged beings in The Tempest. 
There is little that brings her greater joy than swimming around in Shakespeare’s verses, 
especially with fellow Bardophiles. She looks forward to many more frolics in the Folio 
with these players and dreams of someday writing a play in iambic pentameter. Ay, much 
is the force of heaven-bred poesy. 
 
Steve Miller is a happy, ignorant fool. Steve had the good luck and joy to meet up with 
the Merely Players while attending Durango High School, and spent the better part of 
those four years looking forward to each next play of the season. Now, decades later, 
they’re fortunate to be once again involved with the troupe. Steve has played Oberon in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, but their terrible memory ensures they do not recall a thing 
about it, save that it was Night, and they wore Purple. Steve’s favourite Shakespearean 
play, by far, is Much Ado About Nothing.  Prince, thou art sad; get thee a wife(!) 
 
Conor Sheehan (Isaac Jaggard/Boy Hamlet) is brimming with Bard-based bliss to be a 
part of such im'press'ive publishers. Last seen Shakespeareanly as Ariel in last year's The 
Tempest, other favorite roles from the folio include Oliver/Amiens in As You Like It and 
one of the title characters in Romeo and Juliet (Which one? I'll never tell). Endless 
appreciation and gratitude to Mona, Charles, Dad, Mom, Grace, T.D., his bandmates, all 
the Merely magic makers, and all of you. If music be the food of love, play on. 
 
Georgi Silverman (Rebecca Heminges/Anne Hathaway Shakespeare) read her first 
Shakespeare play, Romeo and Juliet, for a high school English class. She loved it so 
much that she kept on reading Shakespeare and, at 19, went to New York to study acting 
at the National Shakespeare Conservatory. Since then, she has worked at theatres in New 
Hampshire, San Francisco, New York, and Houston. She played the role of Ophelia in 
Hamlet at the Phoenix Theatre in SF. She has done Improv and Sketch Comedy in 
Durango with Lower Left and is thrilled to be in her first show at Merely Players. Besides 
performing, Georgi loves nature, board games, music, House of Dragons, and most of all 
Ricky, Ginger & Evelyn. Brevity is the Soul of Wit. 
 
Zachary Chiero (Choreographer) is excited to be lending his movement skills to another 
Merely Shakespeare production. This is Zachary’s second year on the staff of Merely 
Players as their Artistic Associate. Zachary was last seen as Touchstone in Merely’s 
groovy production of As You Like It and has also appeared in Twelfth Night as Sir 
Toby, A Midsummer Night’s Dream as Bottom, and Love’s Labours Lost as Berowne. Up 
next, Zachary will be directing The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane and Swing 
State at Merely and premiering a production of Mommy’s Khimar with Enchantment 
Theatre Company in Philadelphia. Love always to Dallas. Confine? I’ll confine myself no 
finer than I am.  
 
Mary Lynn Clark (Wardrobe Lead/Company Manager) would like to thank 
Shakespeare for his genius and for composing some of the most timeless original works 
that continue to be performed in live theater around the world today or made into knock-
off movies for mass consumption. Thank you, Merely Players, for making novice 



Shakespeare fans like myself understand, enjoy and love Shakespeare like they never 
knew they could. She is very excited to work with JoAnn and Tara on costumes. Mary 
Lynn would like to dedicate her work on The Book of Will to her mother who instilled a 
love of theatre at a young age. I would not wish any companion in the world but you. 
  
Tara Demmy (Costume Manager) is a comedian, theatre artist, and teacher originally 
from Philadelphia. At Merely Players: Clown Sex Ed (Clown) + Small Mouth 
Sounds (Alicia). When Tara is not contemplating how Shakespearean clowns spend their 
days and what hats they wear, she works for a nonprofit providing free arts classes to the 
military community. What say you, James Soundpost? 
 
Charles Ford (Scenic Designer/Merely Players Technical Director) would like to 
personally thank William Shakespeare for creating fascinating worlds, unforgettable 
characters, and tales for all times. Charles has had the great fortune to visit Stratford 
Upon Avon and walk the streets that the Bard walked and has had the privilege of 
designing sets for a number of Shakespeare’s plays. Each play has presented its own 
challenges, coupled with its many delights. He looks forward to seeing this backstory 
drama come to life.  We are such stuff as dreams are made on, and our little life is 
rounded with a sleep. 
 
Lauren Gunderson (Author) is one of the most produced playwrights in America since 
2015, topping the list thrice. She is a two-time winner of the Harold and Mimi 
Steinberg/ATCA New Play Award for I And You and The Book of Will. She is also the 
winner of the Lanford Wilson Award and the Otis Guernsey New Voices Award, the 
Susan Smith Blackburn Prize, the Arthur L. Weissberger Award, and John Gassner 
Award for Playwriting. She studied Southern Literature and Drama at Emory University, 
and Dramatic Writing at NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts, where she was a Reynolds 
Fellow in Social Entrepreneurship. Merely Players presented her play, The Half-Life of 
Marie Curie in 2022. www.laurengunderson.com 
 
JoAnn Nevils (Costume Designer) loves working with Merely Players on Shakespeare 
productions. We have shared psychedelic fabric designs, denims, zippers and more. What 
will this show bring? Many, many thanks to my children, Bucky and Janette, for getting 
me involved in theatre many, many years ago. There was a star danced, and under that I 
was born. 
 
Dallas Padoven (Light Technician) is grateful to be coming back home to the Merely 
Players Stage. The last work you saw of his was Director/Choreographer of Hands On a 
Hardbody and assistant choreographer of Chicago. After spending 10 years in and out of 
New York City, and Philadelphia performing professionally with Pittsburgh CLO, 
Walnut Street Theatre, TheatreRow NYC, Sacramento Music Circus, West Virginia 
Public Theatre, Totem Pole Playhouse, Cincinnati Playhouse and more, he is now 
working at Animas High School teaching the incredible kids of the 4 corners. Much love 
to his husband, Zachary Chiero, Merely Players team, Mother, and Brother. Give me my 
robe, put on my crown; I have immortal longings in me.  
 



Diane Panelli (Props Lead/Production Assistant/Box Office Manager) When Diane was 
a little girl, she really liked scavenger and treasure hunts and pretty shiny objects. After 
growing up and doing various things that adults do, she became a chef, owned a 
restaurant, moved from place to place, and worked for non-profits, but the call and her 
love of theater became stronger. Now she gets to do what she loves! She creates, finds 
and collects props for all Merely Player shows so she can treasure hunt to her heart's 
delight!!! The rarer action is in virtue than in vengeance. 
 
Jamie Pickering (Props Manager) Eleven ale tankards, ink well, quills and parchment, a 
rose… Once again Jamie has found herself lost in the props room acquiring all items that 
might be needed for The Book of Will. When not frantically searching for obscure props 
in her closet, Jamie works as a professional vampire at the local veteran’s clinic. 
Weekends are spent playing Dungeons and Dragons, reading, wrangling five cats and 
attempting to finish the dozen or so art projects piled up at home. Ambition should be 
made of sterner stuff. 
 
Greta Richter (Ticket Manager) was born and raised in Sierra Madre, not far from 
Hollywood and Burbank. She grew up enjoying musicals and was excited when her 
children became involved in theatre when they moved to Durango in 1994.  Greta loves 
her work as Merely Players’ Ticket Manager, and has been working with Mona and 
Charles for over two decades.   She is grateful to God for bringing amazing theatre 
people into her life. No legacy is so rich as honesty. 
 
Andy Rude (Sound Technician) is geeked to be part of another Merely production. If he 
looks familiar, you may have seen him in The Tempest last year, a class or on stage with 
Lower Left Improv, a DAC play festival, or the Follies. If he doesn’t look familiar, take a 
look at the sound booth, then the next time you see him, he’ll look familiar. Be not 
afeard; the isle is full of noises, Sounds, and sweet airs, that give delight and hurt not. 
 
Selena M. Trujillo (Stage Manager) fell in love with stories when she discovered the 
Greek myths behind the constellations in 3rd grade.  In middle school, she was given The 
Lord of the Rings to read, and thus a spiral of descent began that led to theatre and new 
storytelling methods.  Said methods have included Dungeons and Dragons, digital media, 
comic books and even penning their own stories.  Shakespeare was read for class, but 
there was a kinship felt with the Bard's sense of humor.  Selena's first full Shakespearean 
involvement was in As You Like It, where she was both an Assistant Stage Manager and 
an actor.  And though she be but little, she is fierce. 
 
Mona Wood-Patterson (Director/Merely Players Artistic Director) would like to thank 
Santa Claus for instilling a lifelong passion for the Bard when he gifted her ten-year-old 
self with The Complete Works of William Shakespeare. Since that time, Mona has taught 
numerous classes in the literature and acting of Shakespeare and has directed As You Like 
It (twice), Love’s Labour’s Lost, Macbeth, The Merchant of Venice (twice), A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream (three times), Much Ado About Nothing, Othello, Romeo and 
Juliet, The Tempest (twice), and Twelfth Night. There will be more. To thine own self be 
true. 
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MERELY PLAYERS began work in 1994 and was officially founded in 1997 and has 
been bringing theatre to our community ever since. Our vision is to consistently provide 
quality theatre in this region, while broadening the range of types of experiences 
available to local theatergoers through relevant, exciting productions.  Merely Players is a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, and we assure you that any money donated will go 
toward making quality theatre in Durango both now and in the future. 
 
Our 2024-2025 MERELY PLAYERS THEATRE SEASON continues: 
 
An Enchanting Tale 
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane   December 2024 
 
A New Take on a Timeless Story 
Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol     December 2024 
 
A Contemporary Drama 
The Regional Premiere  



Swing State        February 2025 
 
A Musical Theatre Classic     
Guys and Dolls       May 2025 
 
Tickets for all shows are on sale on our website now. 
 
ANNOUNCING AUDITIONS: 
Guys and Dolls     November 11 and 12, 2024 
 Watch our website or join our mailing list for more details. 
 
CONNECT WITH US: 
For more information on Merely Players, to buy tickets, to get involved, or to be added to 
our mailing list: 
Website: http://www.merelyplayers.org/ 
Telephone: 970.749.8585 
Email: merelydirectors@gmail.com 
Like us on Facebook: Merely Players -Durango 
Instagram: Merely_Players_Durango 
 
MERELY PLAYERS ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM 
Artistic Director  Mona Wood-Patterson+ 
Technical Director  Charles Ford+ 
Artistic Associate  Zachary Chiero+ 
Company Manager  Mary Lynn Clark+ 
 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Janet Curry, President 
Marc Arbeeny, Vice-President 
Kate Ishay, Secretary 
Jessica Jane Harris, Treasurer 
Diane Panelli 
Heather Howe 
Deborah Heath 
 
Thank you for spending your time with us. We would love to know what you thought 
about the play. Drop us an email at merelydirectors@gmail.com or share with us on 
Facebook at Merely Players – Durango. 
 
Once again, this production is dedicated to the memory of Tom Byrne, who loved 
Shakespeare and inspired others to do the same. 
 

 
 
 
 



About THE BOOK OF WILL: 
 
Lauren Gunderson is one of the most produced playwrights in America, and this stunning 
tale of passion and perseverance premiered in Denver in 2017. It has been a joy to bring it 
to the Merely Players stage. 
 
The Book of Will takes us on a journey, beginning just three years after the death of 
William Shakespeare, at a time when his work was at risk of being lost forever. The task 
of saving his plays from obscurity fell to his friends and fellow actors, who embarked on 
a nearly impossible mission: to compile and publish the First Folio. 
 
Although the play is grounded in historical events, Gunderson tells the story in modern, 
accessible language, bringing fresh life to these characters and inviting us to experience 
their world through a contemporary lens. The dialogue crackles with wit, humor, and 
humanity, making this historical tale feel both urgent and timeless. 
 
What also sets The Book of Will apart is that Gunderson gives voice to the wives and 
daughters who played crucial roles in the success of the First Folio project. Their 
strength, wisdom, and emotional insight not only support the men, but often propel them 
into action when they falter. The play reminds us that the act of preserving Shakespeare’s 
words was a communal effort fueled by love, family, and a shared belief in the power of 
stories. It’s a celebration of the power of collaboration, of finding meaning in the 
seemingly impossible, and of the human need to keep art alive.  
 
In the face of financial constraints, death, loss, and the fleeting nature of performance, 
these humans forged something lasting—a book that immortalized the words of their 
friend for centuries to come. It is not only a book for Will, but a book of extraordinary 
will. 
 
Thank you for joining us as we tell this remarkable true story. 
 
       Mona Wood-Patterson 
       Director 
 


