MERELY PLAYERS ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
Artistic Director Mona Wood-Patterson+
Technical Director Charles Ford+
Company Manager Mary Lynn Clark+

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Janet Curry, President Jessica Jane Harris, Treasurer
Marc Arbeeny, Vice- Diane Panelli

President Heather Howe

Kate Ishay, Secretary Deborah Heath

MERELY PLAYERS was founded in 1995 and has been bringing
theatre to our community ever since. Our vision is to consistently
provide quality theatre in this region, while broadening the range of
types of experiences available to local theatergoers through relevant,
exciting productions. Merely Players is a non-profit 501(c)(3)
organization, and we assure you that any money donated will go
toward making quality theatre in Durango both now and in the future.

Merely Players is supported in part by an American Rescue
Plan Act grant from the National Endowment for the Arts to
support general operating expenses in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

A NOTE FROM THE CREATIVE TEAM

Steve Martin and Edie Brickell wrote the story of Bright Star as
a tribute to the resilience of the human spirit. At its core, the
play is a celebration of storytelling. It reminds us that we all
have a story to live, and that our experiences are
interconnected with those of others. In our version of this play,
folktale meets mythology as a community of storytellers takes
on various roles. Minimal scenery activates the playgoer’s
imagination and adds a layer of timelessness, making it feel like
a story that has been passed down through generations. We
are glad you are here to share in this story, even as you write
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BRIGHT STAR

The play jumps in time between 1923-24 and 1945-46 in North

Carolina. It is based on a true incident.
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The Cast
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We are excited to announce our 2023-2024 MERELY
PLAYERS THEATRE SEASON:

An Original Dance Work by Javon Jones
A Slow Crawl Towards Heaven August 2023

Shakespeare’s Magical Tale
The Tempest October 2023
An Exciting Contemporary Musical
The Regional Premiere

Hands on a Hard Body December 2023
A Unique, Award-Winning Drama
The Regional Premiere

Small Mouth Sounds February 2024
A Musical Theatre Classic

Guys and Dolls May 2024

We are also developing our Studio Series shows at this
time.

Season Subscriber Brochures will be mailed this July. Season
Subscribers get discount prices and the best seats in the
house! Sign up for our mailing list at www. merelydirectors.org

ANNOUNCING AUDITIONS:
The Tempest July 25 and 26, 2023
Hands on a Hard Body July 31 and Aug. 1, 2023

Watch our website or join our mailing list for more details in the coming
weeks. Video auditions are acceptable if you will be out of town.

For more information on Merely Players, to buy tickets, to get
involved, or to be added to our mailing list:

Website: http://www.merelyplayers.org/

Telephone: 970.749.8585

Email: directors@merelyplayers.org

Like us on Facebook: Merely Players-Durango

Instagram: Merely_Players_Durango
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The Band
Keyboard/Conductor Paula Millar
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MainStay

Sleep Inn and MainStay suites offer cozy rooms, classy

service, and a convenient location in Durango, Colorado. We
are immensely grateful to them for sponsoring BRIGHT
STAR. If your guests need a place to stay this summer, they
could do no better.

970.403.1350
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SUPPORTERS/DONORS WHO HELP MAKE OUR WORK

POSSIBLE

Mere words cannot describe how honoured we are by your
support. We encourage our audience members to solicit these
businesses and to tell the individuals that they are grand!
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Poster Hanging

Please silence or turn off your cell phones; they don’t work that well
down here anyway.

We welcome you to take photos/video in the theatre before and after,
but not during, the performance. If you post photos of the stage, please
be sure to credit and tag Merely Players. @merely_ _players _durango
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In accordance with our production contract, the videotaping or other
video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited. We
know that, for many of you, taking performance photos or video of
your loved ones is a huge temptation. Please respect this rule of
theatre etiquette and resist! Phone use during a show is distracting to
actors and audience members, violates our contract, and is
disrespectful of our creative property. Live theatre is meant to be
temporal — let it be just that. Thank you!

There will be a 15-minute intermission between acts. Concessions
from Greta’s Goodies will be on sale. It's a Cash Only deal.

The choreographer and lead dancers in this show are members of Wildwood
Dance Project, a project-based dance company in Durango that explores the
beauty of being human through dance. They also seek to broaden the
exposure of dance through the use of multiple media, genres, found spaces,
and collaborations with other artists. Follow them on Instagram
@wildwooddanceproject and on Facebook.

Bright Star was originally produced byJoey Parnes, Sue Wagner, John Johnson, Zebulon LLC,
Jay Alix & Una Jackman, Len Blavatnik, James L. Nederlander, Carson & Joseph Gleberman,
Balboa Park Productions, The Shubert Organization, Jamie deRoy/Catherine Adler/Cricket
JiraneklIn Association With Rodger Hess, A.C. Orange International, Broadway Across America,
Sally Jacobs & Warren Baker, Diana DiMenna, Exeter Capital, Agnes Gund, True Love
Productions, and The Old GlobeBright Star is presented through special arrangement with and
all authorized performance materials are supplied by Theatrical Rights Worldwide. 1180 Avenue
of the Americas, Suite 640, New York, NY 10036. www.theatricalrights.com
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DURANGO FRIENDS OF THE ARTS
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http://www. durangofriends.org

MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT ONE:

If You Knew My Story
She’s Gone

Bright Star

Way Back in the Day
Whoa, Mama

Firmer Hand/Do Right
Alice, Ensemble

A Man’s Gotta Do
Bright Star Underscore
Asheville

Picnic Dance

What Could Be Better
| Can’t Wait

Please Don’'t Take Him
Murphy, Mayor,

A Man’s Gotta Do Reprise

ACT TWO:
Sun’s Gonna Shine
Heartbreaker

Shiny Penny/Another Round

| Had a Vision
Always Will

So Familiar/At Long Last

Finale/Bows

Alice, Ensemble

Daddy Cane, Billy

Billy, Ensemble

Alice, Ensemble

Jimmy Ray, Alice, Ensemble
Daddy Murphy, Mama Murphy,

Mayor, Jimmy Ray
Ensemble

Margo, Ensemble

Stanford, Ensemble

Jimmy Ray, Alice, Ensemble
Alice, Jimmy Ray, Ensemble
Alice, Mama Murphy, Daddy

Dr. Norquist, Stanford
Mayor, Ensemble

Alice, Mama Murphy, Ensemble
Jimmy Ray

Lucy, Daryl, Billy, Ensemble
Alice, Jimmy Ray

Billy, Margo

Alice, Ensemble

Company

WHO’S WHO

This program is getting really long and expensive to print, so
we’ve made an online version of it as well. On that version, you
can see the bios of everyone involved, so scan this QR code to
get better acquainted with our fantastic team.




