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THE CHILDREN

Rose Maureen May+

Hazel Jeannie B. Wheeldon+
Robin Stephen Bowers+
Director Liz Gray+

Tech Director/Designer Charles Ford+

Stage Manager Natalie Cohn

Assistant Director Mona Wood-Patterson+
Sound Designer Anthony Kingsley+

Production Asst/Props Manager Diane Panelli+
+ Merely Players Artistic Company
This show will be performed with no intermission.

Please silence your cell phones. We welcome you to take photos/video
in the theatre before and after, but not during, the performance. If you
post photos of the stage, please be sure to credit Merely Players.
Thank you!

WHO’S WHO

Stephen Bowers (Robin) takes great satisfaction playing a
retired nuclear engineer/farmer after brief flirtations with physics
and farming in his youth (he is still working on the retired bit).
This is his third Merely Players production as a Brit, beginning
with George Banks in Mary Poppins, followed by McDuff (more
accurately a Scot) in MacBeth. He is delighted to share the stage
again with radiant Jeannie Wheeldon, having played her brother
in Christopher Durang’s Vanya and Sonya and Masha and Spike.
Stephen is thrilled to work with the luminous Maureen May and
scintillating director Liz Gray for the first time. He thanks his
nuclear family, Wendy, lan, and Rebecca for all their support and
binding energy.

Natalie Cohn (Stage Manager) is excited to be the Stage Manager for
The Children. She previously worked on Matilda the Musical as the
Costume Manager, and would like to thank Liz Gray, Charles Ford, and
Mona Wood Patterson for getting her more involved in Merely Players.
You may have also seen Natalie’s work as the Technical Theatre
Director with Durango High School’s theatre over the past three years.



Charles Ford (Technical Director and Designer) is a master backstage
tech?ician and the Technical Director of Merely Players. It’s fun to
create.

Liz Gray (Director) graduated from NYU’s Tisch School of Arts (Stella
Adler Studio), The Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (London), and The
Upright Citizens Brigade (NYC). She has worked as an actor, arts
educator, improviser, director, coach, and adjudicator in theatres,
schools, and competitions across the country. Recent work with Merely
includes: All Together Now!; Guy in Wakey, Wakey; Titania/Snug in A
Midsummer Night’s Dream; Men on Boats (Co-Director); and Matilda
(Stage Manager). Liz works as Merely Players’ Communications Director
and Company ane\t;;er; and, as faculty in the Theatre Department at
FLC. She heads to Virginia Tech this fall as an MFA Candidate in Arts
Leadership. Huge love to Mona, Charles, Anthony, and her family!
www.liz-gray.com

Anthony Kingsley (Sound Design) is grateful to have the opportunity to
collaborate with Merely Players once again. He has previously
composed, performed music, and designed sound effects for Merely
Players’ Men On Boats, Wakey, Wakey, and Zoom Alice. He is a vocalist
and electronic musician in the Denver-based group, Pink Mage
(pinkmage.com), and has extensive experience as a rock and metal
bassist. He is a graduate of Bard College’s Electronic Music department,
and is a web designer for Psyche Digital Marketing. He is truly thankful
for all of the opportunities that have been presented to him by Merely
Players and the wonderful town of Durango.

Maureen May (Rose) has been involved with live theater in Durango
since the late 1980s. Some of her favorite past roles with Merely
Players have been Ruth Steiner in Collected Stories, Polly Wyeth in
Other Desert Cities, Rose in Neglect, and Sister Aloysius in Doubt. Other
roles she has enjoyed are Agnes in Dancit;\? at Lughnasa, Melissa in
Love Letters, Dotty Otley/Mrs. Clackett in Noises Off, and Madame
Arcati in Blithe Spirit, all with The Durango Repertory Theater Company.
Maureen is thrilled to be working with Liz Gray, Jeannie Wheeldon and
Stephen Bowers. Though the work is ever challenging, it is always worth
the journey! Maureen is also a visual artist and her work can be viewed
at maureenmayart.com

Diane Panelli (Props Master/Production Assistant) was co-founder of a
production company at Sarah Lawrence College. After graduating from
cooking school in New York, she went on to own a restaurant in Telluride
before moving to Durango. She currently serves on the board for Merely
Players and thrives on the "Treasure Hunt" of finding all the little goodies
that make a play come to life. Diane loves what she does!!

Jeannie B. Wheeldon (Hazel) loves to perform! Thank you for attending
this performance so that she can revive her soul! She has been seen on
the Merely Players’ stage in All Together Now!, as Deirdre in The
Humans, and as Sonia in Vanya, Sonia, Masha and Spike. Other roles
include Narrator in Beehive--The 60s Musical, Fraulein Schneider in
Cabaret, and Audrey Williams in Mrs. Hank. After Jeannie received a BA
in Theatre Arts from Stanford University, she returned to Durango and



performed in classic Melodrama and Vaudeville reviews at the Diamond
Circle Melodrama. She went on to become the owner/artistic director of
the theatre for 27 years. Jeannie also plays keyboard and is a vocalist
with Animas Jam, a Stillwater Music eclectic eight-member band.

Mona Wood-Patterson (Assistant Director) is the Artistic Director of
Merely Players. She’s created a lot of theatre, and she loves her job.
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MERELY PLAYERS was founded in 1995 and has been
bringing theatre to our community ever since. Our vision is to
consistently provide quality theatre in this region, while
broadening the range of types of experiences available to local
theatergoers through relevant, exciting productions. Merely
Players is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, and we assure
you that any money donated will go toward making quality
theatre in Durango both now and in the future.

The Children was first performed at the Royal Court Jerwood
Theatre D ownstairs, Sloane Square, London, on November
17, 2016, and was produced on Broadway by the Manhattan
Theatre Club (Lynne Meadow, Artistic Director; Barry Grove,
Executive Producer) and the Royal Court Theatre on
November 28, 2017.

Thank you for spending your time with us. We would love to
know what you thought about the play. Drop us an email at
directors@merelyplayers.org_or share with us on Facebook at
Merely Players — Durango.



MERELY

We are excited to announce our
2022-2023 MERELY PLAYERS THEATRE SEASON:

Shakespeare’s Delightful Comedy
As You Like It September 2022

A Historical Tale of Friendship and Courage
The Half Life of Marie Curie November 2022

Agatha Christie’s Famous Whodunit
Murder on the Orient Express February 2023

Steve Martin and Edie Brickell’s Acclaimed Bluegrass Musical:
Bright Star May 2023

Season Subscriber Brochures will be mailed this July. Season
Subscribers get discount prices and the best seats in the
house. Sign up for our mailing list.

For more information on Merely Players, to become a
Season Subscriber, to buy tickets, to get involved, to
volunteer, donate, or to be added to our mailing list:
Website: http://www.merelyplayers.org
Telephone: 970.749.8585
Email: directors@merelyplayers.org
Like us on Facebook: Merely Players-Durango
Instagram: Merely_Players_Durango

MERELY PLAYERS ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

Artistic Director Mona Wood-Patterson+
Technical Director Charles Ford+
Company Manager Liz Gray+

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Janet Curry+, President Heather Howe+
Marc Arbeeny+, Vice-President Diane Panelli+
Kate Ishay+, Secretar Deborah Heath+

Jessica Jane Harris+, Treasurer

All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women
Merely Players” —
William Shakespeare
As You Like It



